PROCEEDINGS 


TWENTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


Osford Baptist Association 


HELD WITH 


BATESVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH, 


PANOLA CO., MISS. 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday, before the Second Sunday in September, 


1891. 


SARS 
OFFICERS: 
P. H. LOWREY, MODERATOR, Batesville, Miss. 


S. R, WHITTEN, CLERK, Alesville, Miss. 
E. G. LEIGH, rreast RER, Courtland, Miss. 





1 
2 
3 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Cal! for Petitionary Letters. 

Receive Corresponding Messengers. 

Receive reports of Messengers to corresponding bodies. 
Appoint a Finance Committee. 

Receive report of Executive Board. 

Receive reports of Standing Committees. 

Receive Treasurer’s Report. 

Receive report of Finance Committee. 

Appoint Standing Committees. 

Appoint a place for next meeting. 

Appoint a Brother to preach Introductory Sermon. 
Miscellaneous Business and Resolutions. 

Call and correct the roll. 

Adjourn. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING, 


Big Springs, near Water Valley, Thursday before second 


Sunday in September, 1892. 





g bodies. 


rmon. 


- second 


Committees. 


MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE. 
. H. Lowrey. 8. R. Whitten. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
>. L. Wesson. B. F. Whitten. 
STATE MISSIONS. 
. W. Rockett. E. W. Barton. 
HOME MISSIONS. 
. T. Kimbrough. J. A. Lee. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 
. R. Whitten. S. R. Lamb. 
PUBLICATION. 
W. I. Hargis, R. M. Leavell. 
TEMPERANCE. 
J. W, Higginbotham. J. L. Sisk. 


PRAYER MEETING AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 
W. W. Dickins. H. L. Johnston. 


WOMAN’S WORK. 
G. W. Gardner. Riley Knight. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
D. W. Bullard. J. A: Wells. 
W. M. Vanderberg. M. M. Randolph. 
Jobn A. Butler. H. L. Johnston. 
8. R. Whitten. J. A. Lee. 
J. M. Burkhalter. G. W. Gardner. 
E. P. Collins. T. H. Winter. 
z. Birdsong. J. G. Hill. 
L. Wesson. . W. Barton. 
F. Tatum. . M. Tatum. 
D. Woodroff. . H. Lowry. 


G. 
E. 
B. 
J. 


P. H. Lowrey. 
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LOCAL MEMBERS. 


J. L. Sisk. F B. T. Kimbrough. 


W. I. Hargis. R. M. Leavell.: 
J. F. Jackson. 


OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 


Elder H. L. Johnston, President . . . Water Valley 
S. R. Whitten, Secretary . . . . . . . . Alesville 
Elder G. W. Gardner, Treasurer . . . . . . Oxford 
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CONSTITUTION. 


Articte 1. The Association shall be called the Oxford 
Baptist Association, which shall meet annually. The ob- 
ject of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal intercourse 
and love between the churches composing this body, and 
to unite their efforts in thd great work of advancing the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. In fhe prosecution of these objects, 
the dissemination of the Gospel by missionary operations, 
both at home and abroad, shall receive their encourage- 
ment, fostering care and support. It shall be the aims of 
this Association to promote the cause of Sabbath-schools, 
also the interest of general education, and more especially 
the education of the ministry. -All Christian and charita- 
ble enterprises shall receive their encouragement, among 


which the support of superannuated and wornout ministers 
will receive especial attention. 

Art. 2. Each church, belonging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for every 
twenty-five; provided in no case shall any church have 
more than eight delegates. 


Art. 3. The delegates present representing churches 
shall, during the session, present their letters of corre- 


; Spondence, which must state their appointment, together 


with the number of members in fellowship; the number 
baptized; received by letter; restored; dismissed by let- 
ter; excluded and died during the year. 

Art, 4. Any church of this Association failing to rep- 
resent herself at one meeting will be expected to state the 
reason thereof at the next meeting; and any charch thus 
failing at two successive meetings, the Association may 
consider her dropped ftom her number, or may appoint a 
Committee to inquire into the cause of such failure. 


~ Art. 5. Other churches approving our Articles of 


Faith, and desiring to act and live in fellowship with us, 
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may be admitted into this body by signifying their ap- 
proval and desire by delegates and letters. 

Art. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, 
Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at 
each annual meeting as soon as the letters from the 
churches are read and the names of the delegates enrolled. 
A majority of the votes cast being necessary to an election. 


Art. 7. Membership in this Association shal! be essen- 
tial to eligibility to any office within the body. 

Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules or institute proceedings that shall infringe upon the 
independence or rights of churches; but it may, when 
requested by a church in its letter or correspondence, and 
not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may sepa- 
rate from such churches as are known to walk disorderly. 

Art. 9. This Association may correspond by letter and 
messenger with other representative bodies of the Baptist 
denomination. 


Art. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meetings, 
appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many mem- 
bers as there shall be churches represented, with five 
additional members living in the same vicinity, any five of 
whom shull constitute a quorum. Each church shal! have 
the privilege of nominating its own member of the Board. 
Said Board shall elect its own officers and shall have 
power to transact the business of the Association when 
the Association is not in session, and for this purpose shall 
meet as often as its chairman shall deem necessary. An 
annual report of the proceedings of the Board shall be 
made to the Association. 

Art. 11. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 
mertpbers present, provided the proposition to change be 
made at a previous meeting. 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 


Article 1. The Association shall be opened and closed 
by prayer. 

Art. 2. The Moderator shall be considered judge of 
order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order 
at any time. 

Art. 3. Any member not satisfied with his decision 
may appeal to the Association the same day, but at no 
other time. 

Art. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body, provided he 
call some brother to the chair; but shall not be permitted 
to vote except in case of tie. 


Art.5. Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after sufficient time for discussion, shall be, by the Moder- 
ator, put to the vote of the Association, a majority of 
whom shall govern, und the decision shall be publicly 
announced by the Moderator. 

Axt. 6. But one member shall speak at a time, who 
shall rise to his feet and address the Moderator; and the 
Moderator when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or 
otherwise. 

Art.7. Every member in addressing the body must 
confine his remarks to the subject under discussion, and 
no member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
depart from the subject, or use words of personal reflection. 

Arr. 8. The appellation “ Brother” shall be used in 
our addresses, 


Art. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more 


than twice on the same subject without leave from the 
Association, nor more than once until all have had an 
Opportunity of speaking. 
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Art. 10. No member shall be at liberty to absent him. 
self during the hours of business without leave from the 
Moderator. 

Art. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
correct record of the proceedings of the Associafion and 
submit the same for the correction of the Association at 
the close of each session, and to preserve a file of all pro- 
ceedings of the body. 

Art. 12. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive all moneys presented for Associational purposes and 
pay them over by the order of the body. 

Art. 13. In case of a motion to suspend any rule of the 
Association, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary. 

Art 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the 
close of each session, and absentees withoft: permission 
shall be designated upon the minntes as such, without 
leave from the Moderator. 
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MINUTES. 


The officers and other representatives of the Oxford 
Baptist Association met in their twenty-second annual 
session in the Baptist church at Batesville, Miss., the 10th 
of September, 1891. The Moderator called the body to 
order at 10:30 a. m, by reading First Cor., chapter xv, and 
prayers by Brethren J. A. Lee and J. W. Gillon. 

In the absence'of the Secretary, Bro. W. I. Hargis was 
elected pro tem. 

The letters were-then read by E. L. Wesson and J. W. 
Gillon. 

At 11 a. m. the introductory sermon was preached by 
Elder G. W. Gardner, from the text: « Be not weary in 
well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint 
not.” After the sermon the Clerks resumed the reading 
of the letters. 

Twelve o’clock having arrived, on motion adjourned 
until 2 o’clock p. m. 

Benediction by Bro. E. L. Wesson. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 2 P. M. 

The Moderator, KE. W. Barton, not being present, Bro. 
P. H. Lowrey Was, on motion, invited to take the chair. 

Prayer by Elder W. I. Hargis. 

On motion of Bro. E. L. Wesson, Bro. P. I. Lowrey was 
elected permanently to the chair, 8. R. Whitten re-elected 
Secretary, and E. G. Leigh Treasurer. 

Bro. P. H. Lowrey, in behalf of the church and commu- 
nity, extended to the delegates and visitors a most cordial 
Welcome, Bro, Hargis responding. 


Bro. Gardner moved to ask all visiting brethren to 
Seats, 


On motion, we will be governed by the last order of 
business, 
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Petitionary letters from Butler's chapel and New Lib- 
erty church were read, and these churches unanimously 
received into our body. 

The Moderator, in behalf of the Association, gave to the 
delegates the hand of fellowship. 

Corresponding messengers were received, From Cold- 
water Association, Elder L. N. Brock and Elder B. R. 
Womack; and Bro. L. F. Rainwater, Bro. J. T. Christian 
and Elder H. F. Sproles received from Convention Board. 

The Moderator appointed Brethren C. Crosby and J. 


W. Higginbotham to act with the pastors and deacons of 


this church as a Devotional Committee. 

Brethren J. L. Sisk, C. L. Anderson and E. W. Barton 
were appointed a Committee on Centennial of Missions. 

On motion, we meet at 9 a. m, and close at 12:30 p. m.; 
meet at 2.30 p. m., and close at pleasure. 

Bro. Sproles suggested that we have a Committee on 
Mississippi College, and Jim Woodruff, J. A. Lee and E. 
L. Wesson were appointed. 


A mass meeting on missions was set for 10 o'clock to 


morrow. 

Bro. Hargis reports as having attended the Yalobusha 
Association, Bro. Wesson the Chickasaw, Bro. Johnston 
the Soathern Baptist Convention. E. L. Wesson reports 
for himself and others as having attended the State Con- 
vention. 

Finance Committee—J. W. Lamb, B. F. Tatum and J. 


A. Lee. 
Report on Education, read by G. W. Gillon: 


GENERAL EDUCATION. 

This is eminently an age of advancement. Civilization, refinement and 
religion are gradually widening their territories. Education has been and 
must ever be the greatest friend to all trath and principle. It is a great 
equalizer of mankind. Next to the soul, the mind is the greatest faculty of 
man, and as the soul grows and increases in beauty and power as it is fed 
upon God-like attributes, so the mind develops into a thing of perfection 
and strength as it is drawn over trath after trath, and such development 's 
no more than education. While education is not necessarily essential to 
man’s present life, it is essential to his after life, for all men have two after 
lives—the one of the soul, which is with God; the other of the truths which 
the man held that are in the lives of his fellow-men. The broader his 
sphere has been, the stronger will be the force of this life. This sphere will 
be enlarged just in proportion to the truths he held and understood. His 
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knowledge of truth will be in proportion to his education. There is a 
certain fixed point which, being reached, it is impossible for the physical 
man to pass, but the development of the mind is limited only by time and 
the extent of energy. Man's service to man is limited only by his knowl- 
edge and his ability to apply such knowledge; his knowledge is limited only 
by the extent of his education. Good works and good thoughts are man’s 
sphere. God created him heir to that estate and for that purpose. He did 
not create him in full possession of it, but in a prospective view of it, and 
placed only such limitations over him as have been named. The attainment 
of it then depends upon man’s effort. Most assuredly then man owes it to 
his fellows and to his God to reach the highest point of education it is 
possible for him to reach. One has said that in the value of their service to 
man scholars outrank popes, princes and all the potentates of earth Then 
a man that educates himself becomes a benefactor to mankind, and the 
benefits of his pregnant labors wax and grow stronger as time wanes; there- 
fore the atmosphere of good books should fill the mental lungs of every 
human being in every civilized land, from the first wail of new-born infancy 
to the final resting sigh of departing age. Then, when we take into consid- 
eration that man’s highest end is not obtained if sought for within himself; 
that all other things being equal man is as many times himself as he has 
mastered sciences; that no man can-claim any advantage over his brother 
only as the natural powers of the one have been developed above that of the 
ther; that education is not adding to the man from the outside, but a 
lrawing out of the man, not out of himself but from himself; that it is not 
what a man knows, nor is it merely to increase what he knows, but to 
augment what he is; that man’s end is not to satisfy or to live for himself, 
bat for God and man; that his greatest mission is to raise and to draw out 
another. We would say, as education is one of the most successful aids 
to such work, all ought to be educated, and as this would include general 
education, we should recommend general] education. 
Respectfully submitted. Yonr committee, J. W. GILLON, 
C. L. ANDERSON. 
S. R. LAMB. 


Bro. Womack, indorsing the report, said: “The preacher 
has led in all wholesome edu sutional work. The founda- 
tion rock of all true education is Christianity.” 

Bro. Christian thought “we had too many colleges and 
hot enough high schools.” 

Bro. L. N. Brock said: “ We are not careful enough 
about the character of our schools. All teachers should 
be Christians.” 

Bro. Sproles did not think “we should educate our 
children merely with the idea of making moneyed ma- 


con of them. Education is the best fertilizer for our 
ands,” 


Report adopted. 


The Moderator appointed as a Committee on Home 


Missions, Brethren B. T. Kimbrough, W. B. Dickins and 
A, J. McKee. 


Report on Temperance was read by Elder E. L. Wesson. 
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REPORT ON TEMPERANCE, 


From year to year you have had-a report on temperance, which usually 
consists in a tirade against whisky, whisky drinking and the drink traffic, 
I want to turn your minds from the old channel, and, if possible, lead you 
into a more Scriptural and consistent way of dealing with the subject, 
According to our way of treating the subject, temperance is not the name 
for our annual report, for temperance implies moderate use; and we con- 
demn the use of intoxicating drinks at all. To be consistent with our 
preaching and speaking, we should change the heading of the annual report 
from Temperance to Total Abstinence. And we should not spend our time 
abusing whisky, for it has neither life to feel nor voice to reply to our 
speeches, but we should find what the Bible says for us, as members of the 
churches of Christ, to do, and do it. Our fathers thought the Scriptures 
taught the moderate use of stimulants, so they had a report on temperance 
and condemned drunkenness; but we believe the Scriptures teach ‘*Touch 
not, taste not, handle not the unclean thing,” therefore we should have a 
report on ‘* Total Abstinence.” 

There are two things the Scriptures say about intoxicating drinks, | 
which we should give special attention: First, “« Look not upon the wine 
when it is red, for at last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.’ 
Second, ‘Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that maketh him 
drunken also.” God’s command con-e-ning intoxicating wine is not even 
to look at it, and He has pronounced a woe against the man that gives drink 
to his neighbor; therefore how can we advocate temperance on that subject? 
The greatest curse on earth is alcohol. But the alcohol is not to blame; we 
are to blame for suffering its manufacture and sale, and the man that helps 
another get license to sell intoxicants shall share the woe pronounced 
against him that ** giveth his neighbor drink.” The most natural thing in 
the world is for a man to get drunk when he drinks; in fact he can’t help 
it if he has any brains, and at one time he will get drunk on one-third the 
whisky it will take to make him drunk at another time. And some men can 
drink much more than others and not be intoxicated; therefore to condemn 
only the drunkard is to put a premium on drinking. The thing to-condemn 
is the drinking. 

We, as Christians, should not abuse the men who drink, nor those who 
sell whiskies, but we should kindly show them the teachings of the Scrip- 
tures,-and by our totalabstinence show them we believe the Bible true. 
And in disciplining members for drinking it should be for drinking, and not 
because they could not drink and not get drunk. The man that does the 
churches most harm is the one that, strictly speaking, is a temperate man 
one who drinks but don’t get drunk. Brethren, if we follow the Scriptural 
rule, we must, as Christians, stop drinking at all as a beverage, and, as 
churches, must discipline for the drinking and for assisting in the sale of 
intoxicants. E. L. WESSON. 


Discussion was opened by Bro. Wesson. He said : “The 
time is coming when we shall be condemned for drinking. 
Church members should be disciplined for giving their 
neighbors drink.” 

Further discussion was had by Brethren Thornton and 
Higginbotham. Report adopted. 

The Devotional Committee announced that Bro. Wo- 
mack would preach in this house tonight. 

Adjourned, after benediction by Bro. Rockett. 


P. H. LOWREY, Moderator. 


8S. R. Warrren, Clerk. 
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Moderator called the meeting to order at 9 a. m. 
Prayer by Bro. Rockett. 

The regular order of business was-suspended to attend 
to miscellaneous business. 

Letters were read by Bro. Wesson from Mt. Pisgah and 
Yellow Leaf churches. 

A petitionary letter was read by Bro. Gillon from Union 
church and the church received into the Association. 
The Moderator extended to the delegates the hand of fel- 
lowship. 

The Apportionment Committee was then appointed as 
follows : 


Antioch--W. M. Randolph. Mt. Pisgah—M. A. Burkhalter, 
Batesville—S. Vanvouris, New Liberty—Samuel Wilks. 
Bethany—H. W. Rockett. Oxford—G, W. Gardner. 

Big Springs—H. L. Johnston Pope—T. C. Ray. 

Clear Creek—I. H. McElroy. Pilgrims Rest—W. M. Wilkins. 
Concord—J. W. Higginbotham. Springport—G. T. Birdsong. 
Courtland—J. A. Lee. Water Valley—E. L. Wesson. 
(rood Hope—Jim Woodruff. Yellow Leaf—J. L. Mooney. 
Mt. Gilead—P. C. Hunter. Yocona—J. L. Sisk. 

Liberty Hill—Thomas l'yler. Union—D, W. Butler. 


The following is their report : 


Antioch $ 10 00 Liberty Hill 2 00 
Bethany 00 Mt. Gilead 00 
Big Springs 30 00 Pope 30 00 
Clear Creek... 0.000... 50 00 Yellow Leaf awe 00 
Pilgrims Rest ......... .... ese 2000 Yocona 00 
SPUIME POSE 2.0... .ccccc-cecce cess 00 200 00 
W ater Valley .. 5 00 Mt. Pisgah 25 00 
Concord 30 00 Batesville 00 
“or 00 Union 00 

00 Butler’s Chapel 10 00 


Brethren Venable, of Mississippi College, and R. G. 
Hewlett, of Colt, Arkansas, were invited to seats. 


‘Thea . . . ° 
lhe hour for the mass meeting having arrived, Bro. 
Hargis read the report on Foreign Missions: 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
ittee know of no better source of information, regarding the 
head on work, than the excellent and comprehensive report to be 
ea the minutes of the late meeting of the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
. , veld at Natchez, Miss. Therefore we take the liberty of culling the 
_ salient points of that report and laying them before the Association. 
ef = report says: “* The conventional year, closing April 30, 1891, was one 
wh . most successful in the history of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
ether considered with reference to the work at home or abroad. The 
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amount of money given by the churches was in excess of that given in any 
previous year, amounting to $113,522.37. This amount, with the balance 
reported from the year before ($1,922.34), enabled the Board to conduct the 


enlarged work which it had undertaken on the field and close the year 
practically free of debt.”’ 


The report of the Board says: ** This is cheering, when we see that our 
Methodist brethren closed their year with a debt of $20,000, and the 
American Baptist Missionary Union with a deficit of $61,593.94. Of the 
$113,522.37, reported by the Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention 
as raised last conventional year for both Foreign and Home Missions, 
$23,761.31 was raised by the Woman’s Missionary Societies of the South. 
Several churches have agreed to support each a missionary on the field, some 
of these doing this in addition to other contributions. 


**The Board wishes during the approaching centennial year to send out 
100 new missionaries. Previous to the meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and soon afterwards. new missionaries were appointed as 
follows: To Brazil, 5: to Mexico, 2; to China, 7. In Italy there has been 
a gratifying increase, both in the stations occupied and the workers em- 
ployed. The larger part of the work of evangelizing is done by native 
preachers, under the general supervision of our two American missionaries, 
Drs. Taylor agd Eager. Persecutions of former days have subsided. We 
have in Brazil three main stations and several out stations. The people are 
eager to hear the word of life, and many are accepting it. In Brazil the 
missipnaries have had a year of perfect religious liberty. Church and State 
are stndered. The gospel is untrammeled in this vast Republic. We have 
seven missionaries there. Baptists are at a disadvantage there, as compared 
with the Methodists and Presbyterians, they having sixty missionaries to 
our seven. In Africa we have three missions and twenty-five missionaries. 
This work has enjoyed great prosperity. Bro. W. D. Powell writes: ‘I 
have never seen such fine Prospects. Hope to organize five new churches, 
each with a large membership, within the next three months. I have never 
seen such a demand for the Scriptures. The opposition is rapidly giving 
way. Several important States are now open to us and should be occupied.’ 

‘The mission in Japan was established less than two years ago. Notwith- 
standing the difficulties of learning the Japanese language and the time 
necessary for such an undertaking. the success of the: work has surpassed 
our fondest hopes. In Africa the results have been less satisfactory than 
in any other field under our Board, and apparently less so than they were 
a few years ago. This is the result of some racial prejudice having been 
awakened among the negroes against the whites by some evil-disposed 
persons. But it is believed this will be only a temporary hindrance. We 
have fourteen missionaries there. 


**In China we have four main stations—one in northeastern, two in cen- 
tral and one in southern China. In all — there has been more or less 
of ingathering of souls, and in three of t m considerable extension of work. 
One thousand missionaries are needed for China; for let us remember that 
China contains about one-third the entire population of the world, and 
nearly all of these heathen. And yet Baptists of the South have only forty- 
two missionaries in this vast empire—one missionary to about 11,000,000 
souls. Of course there is a large number of native assistants and mission- 
aries of the Northern Baptists and other denominations, but in all perhaps 
there is not more than one missionary to a million of people. A concert of 
prayer is being made all over the christianized world for 1,000 missionaries 
or China. Of this number twenty-four have recently been sent from Aus- 
ralia and fifty-one from Swedo-American Christians, which, with others, 
make 200, or one-fifth of the 1,000 prayed for. The half-dozen from the 
million Southern Baptists compare sadly with these figures. To bring the 
matter more clearly before our minds, suppose the United States were 
heathen and Europe should establish missions in Boston, in New York and 
in New Orleans, with a few out-stations in the States of these cities, what 
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would that be to 60,000,000 souls of the continent? What are missions in 
lung Chow, Shanghai and Canton doing for the 500,000,000 of the Chinese 
Empire?” 

This is our centennial year of missions. Mississippi Baptists are asked 
by the Foreign Mission Board to contribute $12,000 to Foreign Missions. 
Let us do all that is asked of us, and more, This amount is only about 
fifteen cents for each Baptist in Mississippi. Upon that basis Oxford Asso- 
ciation would be expected to give $150 for Foreign Missions. Surely she 
will not stop at that. 

In the closing words of the above-named report, we would say, brother 
pastors, see to it that the churches have this privilege-and duty laid -before 


them. Secure from every one an offering for the Lord. 
W. I. HARGIS 


S. KR. WHITTEN, 


Report on State Missions was read by Bro. Gardner. 


REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS. 

There is no work which exceeds in importance that of State Missions. It 
is giving the gospel to the destitute within the borders of our own State, 
sustaining weak churches and planting others, which, in time, will be self- 
supporting and helpful in the advancement of the cause. Where there is 
not a Baptist church in a community there is destitution, and especially 
where there is no church of any denomination; and we should make haste 
to occupy the field, in order that Baptist principles may be sustained, which 
will counteract all teaching at variance with God’s truth. 

Another very important feature of State Mission work is the employment 
of colporteurs who are disseminating Baptist literature as they go from place 
to place. This is a good work, and must inevitably result in the accom plish- 
ment of much for the cause. From a financial standpoint State Missions is 
* paying institution, for it is the investment of capital at home, which will 
certainly yield a handsome income for all benevolent enterprises. The Con- 
vention Board is prosecuting this work wisely and well. We are glad to 
note that in their last report they say: ‘‘The Board proposes to be more 
aggressive than ever, and see that no department of the work suffers.” Last 
year $9,522 were expended for State Missions. In order-to carry out the 
determination to extend the work the Board calls for $15,000 for the present 
year, Shall they not have it? Will not the churches of our Association do 
their part? We have faith in them, and feel assured that they will. We 
have Bro. W. P. Winter as colporteur and missionary for one-half of his time, 
who is an employe of the Convention Board. Let us not only resolve to do 
but do, G. W. GARDNER. 

B. T. KIMBROUGH, 
THOS. P. WINTER. 


Report on the Centennial of Missions was read by Bro. 
E. W. Barton. 


REPORT ON THE CENTENNIAL OF MISSIONS. 


Pines the last day of May, 1792, William Carey, a pious cobbler, and a con- 
ret minister of the gospel, preached a good sermon on missions at 
faint England, which excited a deep interest and awakened a sense of 
om msibility for the perishing heathen. This was the beginning of the 
. oe enterprise. In order to increase this interest, to quicken zeal and 
vel oe systematic effort and prayer for the evangelization of the 
will b © Baptists Propose to celebrate the great event by a meeting, which 

e held in 1892, at Kitcering, by the English Baptists, at Philadelphia, 


ee, Northern Baptists, and at Louisville, Ky., by the Southern 
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Look at the field in the beginning of this missionary century. It was 
death to preach the gospel in Japan. India was closed against all mission. 
aries. Even Carey had to seek shelter in a little plot of ground owned 
a foreign power. South America was tabooed by Remastan, Asia Minor 
was inaecessible. Mohammedanism stood in its power and indepéddence, 
Everything was new. Languages had to be learned and clothed in the form 
of written speech. The word of Ged had to be translated into new lan. 
guages. The laborers were few and there were no native helpers, How 
different are the conditions of the mission field now!| The whole world is 
open to missionary enterprise. There are 7,000 European and American 
missionaries at work, and half of these ordained ministers; and they are 
acquainted with something like 400 languages. There are 30,000 native 
evangelists, 3,000 of whom are educated native pastors. There are 3,000,000 
converts, witnesses for Christ. Soon the word of God will be translated into 
all the languages of the earth We seem to hear the sound of sorrow and 
woe from the ** dark places” of the earth, whose inhabitants are ignorant of 
God and Christ. 

Among these laborers in foreign fields Northern Baptists have 364 or- 
dained missionaries, 234 of whom are natives; 626 unordained ‘native 
preachers; 216 women from America. These work in 68 stations and 1322 
outstations. The Southern Baptists have 86 missionaries; 133 native 
helpers working with 74 churches, in 38 main stations and 164 Out-stations. 
Among these missionaries are eight men and eight women from Mississippi. 

In the Southern States our Home Mission Board has 406 missionarie 
working in 1231 churches and stations ia Mississippi. Our Convention 
Board has 58 missionaries, who, during the past year, have baptized 418 
converts; organized 12 churches and 29 Sunday-schools; built 24. houses of 
worship and repaired 4. We have prayed for this great work and for open 
doors, and God has heard our prayer. Let us pray for the continuation of 
this blessing and for the people to respond. But the men and the money to 
support them are not equal to the demand, We cannot even answer the 
cries of those who appeal to us for the gospel. Just think of the ‘condition 

“of God's people! What are 7,000 missionaries and 30,000 evangelists to 
750,000,000 heathen who are without the gospel ? 


The call and prayer is now going up over the christianized world for 1,000 
missionaries for China alone. The Southern Baptist Convention propose to 
send 100 missionaries into foreign fields next year. The people must be 
educated ; the press and pastors must .give the information. We need a 
regular, systematic and Proportional giving among all our churches. Rich 
individuals and churches should be induced to become responsible for the 
support of missions. The poor should be encouraged to give their *‘ mites 
regularly, for «the Lord loves a cheerful giver.” 


We urge every pastor in the Association to inform himself and instruct 
his, people on the progress and- outlook of missionary work at home and 
abroad, and to give all an opportunity to contribute to the cause. 


Now, brethren, let us do more in the next hundred years than we have 
in the past. 2 E. W. BARTON. 
J. L. SISK. 
C. L. ANDERSON. 


The report on Home Missions by Bro. B. T. Kimbrough. 


| HOME MISSIONS. 


What tender memories cluster around the word home. I hope every 
family represented in this audience has a sacred family altar. What are we 
to do with the influx of foreign immigration, who are trying to undermine 
the foundation of our civil government, if we do not christianize them? If 
we properly attend to Home Missions we will be better prepared to extend 
our work in foreign fields, BR. T. KIMBROUGH. 
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In discussing various subjects Bro. Sproles said: “It is 
now a fact that in almost all our churches there can be, 
found some one who ie willing to go into these destitute 
fields, Even our anti-missionary workers are now form- 
ing missionary societies. We would all do better if we 
knew better. When God moves us to give we should 
give. Individual churches are now rising up and sup- 
porting missionaries. God estimates our benevolence not 
by what we give but by what we keep back.” 

Bro. Barton further discussed the report. 

Bro. Christian said: “We should not sidetrack our 
mission work for anything. Prayer is a more important 
factor in this mission work than the money element.” 

Bro. Hewlett said he was “ proud of the mission work 
they are dving in Arkansas.” 

Bro. Sproles will preach to-night. 

Closed by singing “ The Morning Light is Breaking” 
and benediction by Bro. W. P. Winter. 

j P. H. LOWREY, Moderator. 


8. R. Warren, Clerk. 


AFTERNOON SESSION—2:30 P. M. 
Song, “ At the Cross,” Prayer by Bro. G. W. Hollowell. 


The order of business being taken up, the discussion of 
missions was resumed by the Moderator, who said: “We 
have access to China and other foreign fields now, but we 
may not-have this privilege long. Recent persecutions 
are menacing our missionary enterprise in China. Our 
Politicians have been agitated over the negro problem 
we shohld concern ourselves about our mission work.” 


Discussed by Bro. Gillon, who said that “In the United 
States there are 12,000,000 young men. Only 5,000,000 


of these attend church at all, and only 8,000,000 are 
chureh members,” 


Regular order of business resumed. 8. R. Whitten read 


the report of the Executive Board. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
‘Dear BRETHREN—With gratitude to the Giver of all good, who has 


guided us through another year and brought us together under circum. 


stances of love and favor, we beg to submit the following report, which is 
our fourth annual report : 


Early in the year, after our *ppointment by this Association, we met and 
elected our good brother, W. I. Hargis, as our missionary, for all his time, 
at a salary of $600. After consideration Bro. Hargis decided that he could 
not serve us. Then we’ unanimously concentrated our efforts to put our 
President, Bro. H. L. Johnston, in the field, but bein otherwise employed 
we failed to secure his services. Later on, ata called mecting of the Board 
at Water Valley, in December, we elected Bro. W. P. Winter to act as our 
missionary, and agreed to pay him, for balf his time, $300. Bro. Winter's 
time expires January 1, 1892. Bro. Winter has been energetic and faithful, 
as far as-we can judge. In his report to our Board he says: ‘I find the 
people anxious to hear the doctrines of the Bible preached, and it is evident 
that they desire to know our distinctive principles from the amount of 
doctrinal books I have sold.” He also says that he regards the book and 
tract business one of the important factors in our work. Bro. Winter also 
thinks that there is plenty of destitution in our bounds to keep a thoroughly 
energetic man busy all his time. The following is an extract from the 
report: 

No. Days of actual service . 

No. Miles traveled... _ 

No. Stations occupied . 

No, Sermons preached. i 

No. Church prayer meetings held........... 
No. Families visited.......... 

No. persons baptized Avda bones sebbes 
No. Received by letter... e50c ccceccoee cooececacece 
No. Churches organized... 6090616: csae sess 
No. Pages tracts distributed. ¥ 

No. subscribers for Record 


i for missions, . 
We suggest, brethren, on retiring, that our mission work is the life of our 
Association, and should be enlarged and fostered. 


We give in statistical table the report of our Treasurer, Elder G. W. Gard- 
ner. 


Report adopted without discussion. 
On motion by Bro. Kimbrough, the report ou Missis- 
sippi College was read by Bro. Wesson. 


REPORT ON MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE, 


It is an acknowledged fact that the Baptists in the State of Mississippi are 
twenty years ahead of the other denominations in the work of education. 
Why is itso? Because the Baptists, during that time and longer, have been 
sending their sons to Mississippi College. Had Mississippi College gone 
down with the wreck of our country by the ravages of war, so that we would 
have had to send our sons to other States to be educated, not near so many 
would have attended college, and those who did would never have felt the 
interest they now feel in their native State, nor have been half so proud to 
call it their home. 


It is impossible to tell the influence of Mississippi College on the people 
of the State at large, and especially the Baptists of the State. | It was - 
grand center around which our common interests clustered, and a 
united our efforts in the day of poverty and oppression, Our people could 
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see that in our home education lay our home influence and our power as @ 
Christian people, and by sacrifice on the part of faculty and people they 
pushed our college to success, while others failed, and gained an educational 
footing others have yet to gain. 

From Mississippi College sprang many of the influencesythat moved our 
hearts and united our efforts in the great work of missions. We were doing 
little till God called Mississippi College boys to the fields, but when God 
called our own brethren from our own college to the mission work our hearts 
were move: as never before, and we said to them by our actions: ‘*Go, and 
as you go know that our hearts’ love, as your own brethren, shall go with 
you, and our prayers shall be for you.”’ Not only this, but Mississippi Col- 
lege has made us akin to all the States around us and to many foreign ‘lands. 
Her pupils have gone to all parts of the country as business men, and our 
joys educated there are preaching the gospel in many parts of our own 
country and in heathen lands; and with whatever people our brethren dwell 
and labor we feel that we are akin. 

These are some of the influences the college has had upon us as a people 
uniting our efforts, putting us ahead ia point of education, and moving our 
hearts to do more for the mission work. We have never fostered an interest 
in our State that has done the good in developing our people and spreading 
the gospel that the college has; therefore, for the glory of God in the prepa- 
ration of His ministers for the work to which He has called them, for the 
spread of the gospel and for the development of our soesialee a people, we 
must not only support our college but keep it ahead of any other denomina- 
ional institution in our State. 

The college is ours, and largely what we are as a denomination in the 
State we owe to its influence; so, if in the college we see things we do not 
like, let us seek to mend them, but never quit pushing the college or sending 
itour boys. Respectfully, J. A. LEE. 

E. L. WESSON. 


Discussed by Bro. Venable, who said: “The object of 


education is to develop, and no system of education is 
effectual unless it develops the volitive nature. He is 
wise who decides on the side of education at all hazard. 


The greatest neéd of Mississippi College is the prayers of 


Christians; then your influence and money. The appli- 
ances through which our mission spirit is to be fostered is 
througn our Baptist colleges.” 

Report a lopted. 


Resolutions by G. W. Gardner as follows: 


R . oved, That we have listened with great pleasure to the address of Bro. 
- A. Venable, President of Mississippi College, and that we receive him 

with open arms, and pledge him our prayers and most hearty support in the 
lessed work upon which he now enters. 

aon That we will do all that we can to induce young men to attend 
© college, and support it in every way possible. 


Special prayer for the college by Bro. Johnston. 

Announced that Bro, Sproles would hold divine service 
to-night. 

Benediction by Bro. G. W. Gardner. 


. P. H. LOWREY, Moderator. 
S. R. Warrren, Clerk. ere i 


tensioner i 


es 
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THIRD DAY—9 A. M. 


Regular order suspended to attend to miscellaneous 
business. : 

Nominations—J. W. Hollowell, B. T. Kimbrough and 
J. W. Higvinbotham. 

Regular order resumed. 

Report on Sunday-schools read by H. L. Johnston. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


We have looked over Seventeen letters from the churches in this 
tion, kindly furnished by Bro. S. R. Whitten. 
Sabbath-schools more or less 


Associa- 
Ten of the seventeen have 
prosperous, and seven report no schools. The 
schools reported do not show all that is being done by the Baptists in Sun. 
day-school work. Some brethren and sisters, not convenient to their 
churches, are gathering the children in school-houses and teaching them the 
blessed word of God. In one instance two families joined in the good work, 
and it is hoped that much good was done in that way. 

Something is being done, even more than in the past history of our Asso. 
ciation, a yet much remains to be done. Many new schools need to be 
Organized, and some that we have need to be reorganized, and good Chris- 
tian workers made Superintendents and teachers. The Sunday-school work 
is one in which every member can work in some way. We ought to do all 
we can to learn and extend the knowledge of our Redeemer 

If your committee would not be thought visionary, we would say every 


member in our church should —— to the Sunday-school; then we would 


be better prepared to give a reason of our hope. Then we ought to use our 
influence in getting others to attend; also. where needed, have mission 
schools, We are well supplied with ‘**help”’ to carry on the work. The 
cheapness of Bibles and Testaments is such that every member in every 
family mayownone. Then the « Lesson- Helps " are not only good but for 
the most part very good. Our own ** Kind Words” and the literature. from 
the American Baptist Publication Society can be had to assist in this God- 
given work. H. L. JOHNSTON. 
J. W. HIGGINBOTHAM. 

Bro. Barton said: “ We should not use ‘Union Litera- 
ture’ in oar Sunday-schools.” 

Bro. L. N. Brock said: + The inclination on the part of 
our church members to visit on the Sabbath is making 
the impression on our children that it is a holiday instead 
of holy day.” 

Bro. J. A. Lee said that « Eighty per cent. of the con- 
versions in our churches are from the Sunday-school.” 

Bro. Wesson thought “ The action of our older church 
members, in staying uway from the Sunday-school, is im- 
pressing our children with the iden that the school is for 
the children and the church for the older people.” 

Bro. Kimbrough said: “ No successful school unless the 
church members attend.” 
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Discussed further by 8. R. Whitten, G. W. Gardner and 
Jim Woodruff. 

Report adopted. 

Report on Publications read by J. A. Lee. 


REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 

Deak BreTHREN—Your committee beg leave to submit the following 
report on Publications, and consider it one of the most important questions 
to come before the Association, and hope it will be fully and carefully 
discussed. 

The age in which we live is truly wonderful for cheap and unwholesome 
iterature; therefore it is all important that we give special attention to the 
character of the literature that comes into our families and our Association. 
Knowing the influence literature may have upon the heart and mind, we 
recommend that our colportear ‘and missionary be furnished with the very 
best Baptist literature, to be sold and gratuitously distributed. We recom- 
mend the “Southern Baptist Record,” our State organ, to the brotherhood, 
and think it should find its way into every Baptist hume in the State, and to 
as many others as may be influenced to take it. We would also recommend 
the “Foreign Mission Journal” to be of incalculable value to all who wish 

keep posted in the Foreign Mission work. . The ‘‘ Home Field” is of 
equal value to instruct us in the work of the Home Board. We call special 
attention to the ‘Convention Board Quarterly,” which represents the work 

f the Convention, and think it should be in the hands of every Baptist, and 
especially the pastors. 

In regard to Sunday-school literature, we take pleasure in recommending 
to the schools ‘of this Association the Convention (or ** Kind Words "’) series, 
which will be issued by the Sunday-School Board, located at Nashville, 
Tenn, In this connection we can also commend the work of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, in the form of Sunday-school literature, Bibles, 
Tracts, and other valuable publications. May the Lord speed the day when 
the highest ambition of the writer, printer and reader will be to glorify God. 

H. W. ROCKETT. 
J. A. LEE. 
W. W. DICKENS, 


Discussed by J. A. Lee. Report adopted. 


Report on Woman’s Work presented orally by Bro. 
Hargis, as no written report had been prepared. 


Report on Family Prayer by P. H. Lowrey. 


REPORT ON PRAYER MEETINGS AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 

From letters received from the churches of this Association it will be seen 
that many, probably a majority, of them have no regular prayer meetings. 
This is deplorable. Not only the Bible, but observation and experience 
also, teach us that it is well for God’s people to come together often for 
prayer. We would recommend that all the churches keep up a weekly 
Prayer meeting. If the pastors cannot attend, let the lay brethren carry it 
= It will give strength to those who assist in the meetings, and have a 
7 spiritual influence on the church and community. If the church is not 
onvenient of access, or comfortable, try the plan of holding prayer meetings 
at the residences of the members of the church. 
oo y™ every Christian, who is the head of a family, ought at least 
Fath a day to hold family worship. ‘*Him that Honoreth me will my 
ather honor. P. H. LOWREY, for Committee. 
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In discussing the subject Bro. Lowrey said: “ All our 
Christian work, then, should be spiritual. Many young 
men in our churches would lead in prayer meetings if en- 
couraged by the older members. In all our families we 
should have family prayer.” 

Discussion by Bros. Gardner and Brock. 

Bro. Hargis said: « If you wish to elevate your Govern- 
ment elevate your families; to elevate your families erect 
u family altar.” : 

Report adopted 

Bro. Gardner was elected to attend the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. 8S. R. Whitten alternate. 


Report of Committee on Digest of Letters read by Bro. 
Hargis. 


DIGEST OF LETTERS. , 
~ 


Antioch—Has had no meeting of days this year. No Sunday-sclibol. 


Decrease of membership, 2. Contributions about the same as last. 

Batesville—Net increase in membership, 5. Inctfease in contributions 
over last year, $68.75. Church is advancing. Has a Sunday-school 

Bethany—Decrease in membership, 8. A falling off in contributions 
Has a Sunday-school. 

Big Springs—Contributions one-third less than last year. Have helda 
meeting of days. Church revived. Decrease in membership, 4. Have a 
Sunday-school, well attended. 

Butler’s Chapel—Recently organized. Weak at present. Have no hojse. 
Have a Sunday-school. 

Clear Creek—Is not enjoying its usual prosperity. Sunday-school 
pended at present, bur will be resumed soon. Net increase in membership, 
2. There has been a falling off in the contributions of the, church, as such 


sus 


Concord—Had a nieeting of days, with good results. Net increase for 
the year, 1. No Sunday-school reported. A slight increase in the contribu- 
tions of the church over last year. 

Courtland—Has had a meeting of days, with good results. . Decrease in 
membership, 3. Increase in contributions over 100 per cent. No Sunday- 
school. . 

Good Hope—Has had a meeting of days, with fine results. Net increase 
of membership, 11. Has an evergreen Sunday-school. No financial report 
given in letter, but the church has done well in that matter. 

Mt. Gilead—Had a meeting of days, with good results. Net decrease in 
membership, 1. No Sunday-school reported. A large falling off in contri 
butions. 

Liberty Hill—Church revived. Net increase, 3. There has been a falling 
off in contributions. No Sunday-school. 

Mt. Pisgah—Had a meeting from which resulted 21 accessions. Net 
increase, 24. A slight increase in contributions. No Sunday-school re 
ported. * 

Oxford—Had a meeting of days, with good results. Net increase 
membership, 9. Has an evergreen Sanday-school. Not considering the 
endowments, there has been an increase in contributions. 
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Pope--Net decrease in membership, 7. A falling off of 50 per cent, in 
the contributions. Has an evergreen Sunday-school. 


Pilgrims Rest—Had a meeting of days, with good results. Net increase 
in membership, 7. There has been an increase in contributions. Have the 
best Sunday-school the church has ever had. 

Springport—No pastor. Had a meeting of days, with good interest. 
Net decrease, 1. No Sunday-school. Increase in contributions. 

Union—Had a meeting of days, with excellent results. This is a new 
church. Comes into the Association with a good membership and encour- 
aging prospects. 

Water Valley—The church is in a prosperous condition. Has an ever- 
green Sunday-school. Had a meeting of days, Net increase in member- 
ship, 15. An increase of nearly 100 per cent. in the contributions. 

Yocona—Has had no meeting of days. Net decrease in membership, 7. 
A decrease in general benevolence. Has an evergreen Sunday-school. 

New Liberty- Recently organized. Begins with a good membership, 


Yellow Leaf—Has had a meeting of days, with fine results. Net increase 
in membership, 13. Has lost some of its best members. There has been a 
falling off in contributions. No Sunday-school reported 


Treasurer's report read and adopted. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 

Received for State Missions $103 15 
For Foreign Missions..... ....... cecececes ve 29 00 
For Ministeria! Education ; : 5 00 
For Minutes. . 885 75 

2 00 


Total. tfeeeseereeees sesso cree D1 Td OO 


Paid Anderson and Gillum for State Missions 
H. A. Tupper for Foreign Missions........ 
J. T. Christian for Ministerial Education 
S. R. Whitten for Minutes. ....... 
S. R. Whitten for Clerk’s Fees 


Total $174 90 
Respectfully, >. G. LEIGH. 


Report on nomination. 


_ Place, Big Springs. Time, Thursday before second 
Sunday in September, 1892. 


Introductory sermon by C. L. Anderson. J. W. Gillon 


alternate. 


Resolution by Bro. Kimbrough : 


Resolved, That : a : . 
Win oe dee cnn _ sincere thanks of the delegates composing this Associa- 


fer the « : ly tendered to the citizens of Batesville 


ity of all has 

We also tender our thanks to 

of their houses of worship for 

will leave Batesville with pleasant impressions and 
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Bro. Lamb presented the following resolution : 


Resolved, That we recommend that the Board represent the building of 
the church at Jackson in their respective churches, and if possible collect 
some funds for that purpose, to be forwarded by January I, 1892. 


Motion made to pay the Clerk $10. Carried. 
Regular order of business suspended to finish up the 
work. 


Delegates to State Convention—G. W. Gardner, B. T. 
Kimbrough, R. M. Leavell, P. H. Lowrey, J. A. Lee, W. 
[. Hargis, W. W. Dickins, H. L. Johnston, G. W. Hollo- 
well and P. H. Winter. 


Song, “God be with us till we meet aguin.” 


Prayer by Bro. Gardner. 
P. H. LOWREY, Moderator.’ 


S. KR. Wusrres, Clerk. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 


FROM G. W. 
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Through other 
channels 
Am’ts asked for 


.10 8 
5.00 


during the 


GARDNER’S REPORT. 


ciation Year 


Ass 


wn | 


10.00 


100.00 


5.50 100.00 


55 
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100.00 
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15 
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1.40 
76.00 : 2 9 l 
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